
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Education Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy 

 

 

Policy type: School 

Policy: Numeracy Policy 

Ratified by MAT Directors: March 2019 

Head Teacher signature: 

 

Chair of Directors signature: 

 

Review Date: December 2019 

Ownership: M. Shepherd (Head Teacher) 

 



Whole Academy Numeracy Guidelines 

Teachers will endeavour to model and encourage good, accurate literacy and 

numeracy skills and practice at all times. 

Numeracy is a key life skill which will improve student’s employability and enable 

them to deal with many situations they may encounter throughout their lives. 

As with literacy, we are all, regardless of our role or specialism, responsible for 

improving the numeracy skills of those we teach. 

Improving numeracy skills is one of the ways which we can ‘narrow the gap’ which is 

one of our Academy’s key priorities. 

 Purpose of a whole Academy Numeracy Policy 

 To ensure that students always receive positive messages about numeracy 

whenever they may encounter it, to remove any negative connotations. 

 Provide a consistent approach to teaching numeracy-related issues across all 

subjects and departments to aid student understanding and development of 

skills. 

 To improve and secure high levels of numeracy for all students regardless of 

ability. 

 To assist with ‘narrowing the gap’ 

 To enable transference of students’ knowledge, skills and understanding 

between different subjects. 

 To indicate areas for collaboration between subjects and processes for 

facilitating such collaboration. 

 To allows subjects to consider and identify areas within their 

syllabuses/schemes in which numeracy is used so that links can be made 

within mathematics. 

 To record methods, vocabulary and notation that have been agreed. 

 To identify where staff can seek assistance with numeracy related queries. 

What is Numeracy? 

Numeracy is not simply another guise for mathematics; it is also far more than just 

knowledge of numbers and number operations. It requires practical understandings 

and encourages the inclination to problem solve. 

At St Anthony’s Girls’ Academy, we will consider PISA’s (Programme for 

International Student Assessment) definition of mathematical literacy as our all-

encompassing description of what we mean by numeracy: 

“Mathematical literacy is an individual’s capacity to identify and understand the role 

that mathematics plays in the world, to make well-founded judgements and to use 

and engage with mathematics in ways that meet the needs of the individual’s life as 

a constructive concerned and reflective citizen” (PISA) 



This definition allows us to focus on tackling very poor numeracy skills and on 

improving life outcomes for many people. It implies the essential kills needed for 

solving problems, processing information, making decisions and interpreting data. 

Being numerate is about appreciating number relationships and interpreting 

answers, and not just about doing calculations. 

Important Points to consider 

 Use correct terminology at all times. 

 Mental arithmetic should be encourage at all opportunities, with calculators 

only being used for awkward or particularly time-consuming calculations. 

 Due to the Primary Numeracy Initiative, many students are confident in 

carrying out calculations mentally and should be encouraged to continue and 

develop these skills through KS3 and beyond. 

 Teachers are encourages to seek and compare a range of calculations 

methods, by asking students how they have worked out a calculation and 

insisting everyone listens and responds positively to the responses. This links 

with communication skills for literacy across the curriculum.  

 As with any learning, students will gain and remember far more if 

understanding is given prominence, as opposed to the actual answer. 

 If students have alternative way of working something out (which leads to a 

correction solution without accident) praise them and encourage them to use 

whatever works for them. 

 It is an expectation that students have their own equipment for all lessons. 

They should have: 

 a scientific calculator 

 a ruler 

 a pencil and rubber 

 a compasses 

 a protractor 

 Encourage the use of pencils (and rulers) for drawings diagrams at all times. 

Vocabulary  

The following are all important aspects of helping pupils with the technical 

vocabulary of Mathematics: 

  Using a variety of words that have the same meaning e.g. add, plus, sum 

  Encouraging pupils to be less dependent on simple words e.g. exposing them to 

the word multiply as a replacement for times 

  Discussion about words that have different meanings in Mathematics from 

everyday life e.g. take away, volume, product etc 

  Highlighting word sources e.g. quad means 4, lateral means side so that pupils 

can use them to help remember meanings. This applies to both prefixes and suffixes 

to words. 
 

 



Consistency of Practice  

The Mathematical Association recommend that teachers of Mathematics and 

teachers of other subjects co-operate on agreed strategies. In particular that: 

Teachers of mathematics should:  

1. Be aware of the mathematical techniques used in other subjects and provide 

assistance and advice to other departments, so that a correct and consistent 

approach is used in all subjects.  

2. Provide information to other subject teachers on appropriate expectations of 

students and difficulties likely to be experienced in various age and ability groups. 

3. Through liaison with other teachers, attempt to ensure that students have 

appropriate numeracy skills by the time they are needed for work in other subject 

areas. 

4. Seek opportunities to use topics and examination questions from other subjects in 

mathematics lessons. 

 
Teachers of subjects other than mathematics should:  

1. Ensure that they are familiar with correct mathematical language, notation, 

conventions and techniques, relating to their own subject, and encourage students to 

use these correctly.  

2. Be aware of appropriate expectations of students and difficulties that might be 

experienced with numeracy skills. 

3. Provide information for mathematics teachers on the stage at which specific 

numeracy skills will be required for particular groups.  

4. Provide resources for mathematics teachers to enable them to use examples of 

applications of numeracy relating to other subjects in mathematics lessons. 

 

Getting Help 

Any member of staff within the maths department can be approached to offer advice 

or guidance when tackling numeracy related issues in lessons. 

Things that staff may like advice on could include: 

 How do you teach multiplying decimals? 

 What methods have students already been exposed to? 

 What type of graph would be appropriate for this data? 

 What is the appropriate terminology for a specific concept/topic? 

 Would you expect a level x student to be able to do this? 

The Numeracy Coordinator: Miss D.Clarke is always available to offer any help and 

advice. 

 


